Gimnazjia 23 Ozersk Russia


Dear Sven Portz,



Thank you for the wonderful opportunity given to our gymnasium to be a part of the project “This is Our Time” in 2008.


We have been participating in the project for seven years. It is very interesting for children and teachers.

             A group of teachers works for the project during the year.

             At Geography, History, Social Science, Art and English lessons students learn about Millennium Goals, UNO and UNESCO. They discuss the Millennium Goals and act locally.


The students help the Orphan Home in our town, save water and electricity at school and at homes, raise money for charity: for homeless animals. They help to clean the coasts of our lakes, find new wells of drinking water.


In November, we focus on the project. A special group of students and teachers collects and analyses questions for the game “Unite the Nations”.  This teaches students to represent Russia at international level.


Long before the project, our teacher of Information Technology teaches students to search information in the Internet quickly.


The teachers of English language are busy with students’ presentations.


Then, we begin booking videoconferences.


When the great day of the project comes, all students enjoy it greatly.


Traditionally the project is held in our town’s library.


The game “Unite the Nations”

 This year the day of the project began at 3:00 GMT (8:00 local time) when 15 students started searching for the information in the Internet. The game “Unite the Nations» is more popular among boys. There were 18 boys in the team and only 7 girls. It took our team about three  hours to solve all the questions. The last 30 minutes they checked their answers. 

Videoconference


Our videoconferences  began at 4: 00 GMT.  We discussed the topic “Poverty” and Global citizenship. The Croatian team was very friendly. Russian children (12-13 years old) were delighted that so adult boys and a girl (18 years old) listened to them very attentively and spoke cordially, and did not ignore their opinions. They discussed the topic “Poverty”.


It was fun speaking to Swedish children, their presentation was superb, I think our children will be friends forever. Their teacher Susan Jones charmed all of us with her smile and warm reception.  We learned so many things about Sweden and have changed our opinion that the Swedish are cold and reserved people. We discussed the problem of Global citizenship, we agreed nearly to all their statements.

           We were delighted with the wonderful blog designed by another Swedish team with Birgitta Norden. We will try to make something like that next year.


The German team from Fritz-Karsen- Schule spoke with us about Global citizenship, but we couldn’t see them, It was a great disappointment for our children.


One of the deepest impressions was out meeting with the Indonesian team.(Darma Patni) They sang their anthem and told about the problem of poverty in their country. Children spoke very fluently and expressively.  Our children did their best, but they were too young to be fluent and answer all questions. This year 10year-old-children appeared in our project. It was very exciting for them; nearly all our students became motivated for leaning English better.


Canadian team from Lord Elgin School was good to listen too; they have made a deep exploration on the topic “Poverty”. Our students were amazed with their project. Lord Elgin School was beautifully decorated. They represented Canada greatly, but unfortunately we had to stop in the middle of the videoconference, as they had some technical problems.


A good opportunity to speak French was a meeting with Huron Heights School from Canada. It was the only team to speak French. Our girls were delighted speaking with them. I think more attention should be given to such languages as German and French. We have children who learn these languages at school.


Our team met also with Turkish team from Fatikh College. We sang our anthem for them, and answered all their questions.


The videoconference with Sintermeerten College (the Nertherlands) was unplanned this year as we couldn’t get in touch with them beforehand. We were very glad to meet them, we didn’t discuss any topic but exchanged our information about national holiday and sang New Year’s songs.

          Videoconferences are very important; they teach children to represent their country and culture.  They help children to think over Global problems and exchange opinions. Friendly atmosphere of the conferences gives children the feeling that we all are one family and must take care of our PLANET.


Joe Shake, the coordinator of Videoconference is wonderful; he is very active, friendly and inspires to work. He is a very dedicated person, we appreciate his work greatly.


SKYPE is very reliable!!!

           Kind regards,

           Tatiana Zlobina,


Gymnasium 23

           Ozersk, Russia

