Hello, dear TIME friends!

We at Geodetska tehnicka skola, Zagreb, Croatia, had another very successful Time Day again. The first VC conference was a triple-point one (Lord Elgin, Canada, South Korea and us)! The other VC conferences were all great. We also won the first place in Unite the Nations Quiz! Thank you for all congratulations we received! 

00:00 – 02:00

The triple-point conference between Lord Elgin, Pohang Jecheol Dong Elementary School,
Seoul and us was a technological success. We still have to learn to better use the possibility of communicating with two other points simultaneously. Actually, one should identify oneself

when speaking and addressing each time, at least in the beginning. We saw little Koreans for the first time and they were lovely. For the first time we saw language skills of students as a little obstacle. Talking to younger native speakers had not been a problem for our 15-18 year-old students. In Lord Elgin there are our old friends. The mixed origin of their older team was still a little surprise for our students, so the VC was educational for them in this sense, too.

The other VC with one of the teams from Lord Elgin school was also a great success. Most of our students in this team were first-timers and were a little bit nervous in the beginning but relaxed later on and had a great time speaking to our Canadian friends. 
02:00 – 03:00

Being a school for land surveyors we used this opportunity of having teams and cameras ready to talk to the editor of the American magazine American Surveyor. We all enjoyed the conversation very much. 

04:00 – 04:30

Tatiana’s 11-year-old children were happy to show to us what they can accomplish in English. For us teachers it was a real joy but our teenage students were trying hard to be patient. We realized they couldn’t read their presentations because the little ones would not understand them. So they listened patiently up to a point where they had to be funny.
04:30 – 05:00

Finally peers! Our students came back full of impressions after speaking with Helena’s team from Novouralsk. The students discussed situation concerning poverty in their countries and had a really great time.
05:00 – 07:00

Early morning hours for us (6 to 8 o’clock) after a sleepless night Looking for someone to talk to. Couldn’t find the individual Swedish students.. Getting a few naps, a few snacks and some milk.
07:00 – 07:30

After relaxed atmosphere at our school there are pretty Russian girls from Yaroslavl on the other side! And there are boys on our side! Oh, how they loved it. Suddenly, we had an emergency situation at school! It had never happened before, it was probably due to something in the neighborhood, but we had to leave the school building. Leave the girls! Very sorry, girls!
08:00 – 08:30
We were back in the building in time to talk to the pretty Swedish girls and one boy from Orkelljunga. This time the Croatian boys and one girl were chilled out by standing outside in the sun at the temperature around 0 degrees C. It was nice to meet Susan and her team. They showed us a lovely presentation of Sweden and then we both had our presentations on the topic. 
08:30 – 9:00
Little phones on computers started to ring. We were to have two simultaneous conferences with Marcela from the Czech Republic and Anita from Holland. They both had two teams and “computer phones” didn’t stop ringing interfering with a hardly established connection. 
Finally, there was a VC with Sintermeerten running smoothly.

Our students were delighted to speak to their peers from Holland. The VC was very educational for us in the sense that we got a lot of new ideas on how to promote Active Citizenship in our own neighborhood and really do something constructive in trying to help deal with poverty.
However, the VC with the Czech Republic ran without a picture of the Czech team for us. It was like a blind date literally. Our guys faced a computer screen trying to look friendly to it, but not stupid. The Czech team prepared the topic we didn’t prepare but the teams agreed to go on. Our team read two presentations to find out the other team didn’t understand them. The Czech teams started simple questions to find out there were strong opinions on terrorism on our side. It was a surprise for us teachers, too. However, boys smoothed it out agreeing that everyone could have a different opinion.
In the meantime, there was a VC running in the other room with the other Czech team. The number of students in our team had grown smaller, nevertheless Ivan, Nino and Karlo had a really great time speaking to their colleagues from the Czech Republic. Karlo, who participated in this project for the first time, was the shining star in this VC.
09:00 – 09:30

We were very happy with the quality of picture and sound from Indonesia. We could see smiling faces and direct looks of students from Cita Hati, Surabaya. Our students were honestly surprised with words of Indonesian students talking about poverty in their country. The Indonesians were also sympathetic of bureaucracy in our country.
09:30

The adrenalin level was still pretty high. The teams, which had grown smaller in the meantime, could not believe our sessions were over. Nino in the other room was talking to someone on his own. We almost thought we could stay still a little bit longer and see who else was there to talk to. Sorry about not talking to a team from Berlin, it had been left open. Getting home on legs which were hard to control proved it was really time to stop. We are planning not to work over night next year. It will give us more clear heads and many opportunities to talk to people we never met, but definitely less adrenaline and possibly less interest in these activities.
